


other feedstocks to Biodiesel. For example, Sierra Nevada
Brewery Company in Chico uses Springboard’s BioPro™ 190
to convert all used vegetable oil from their restaurant into
Biodiesel to fuel their fleet of delivery trucks.

“You want your design to drive your process, not your design
software.”

“KETIV has a vested interest in seeing us succeed,” said Todd.

“Their application engineers know the software so well, and
they’'ve learned how we're using the features, that they are
very helpful to us. I've never had a problem they couldn’t
solve.”

“For example, | was doing a fan cutout in sheet metal. |
looked in Help and didn’t immediately see what | was
looking for,” described Todd. “I called KETIV and the tech
told me about ‘Grill’ and offered to walk me through it. But |
said let me read more about it. It was exactly what | needed
and | was able to just keep going.”

When Todd joined Springboard they were using an older
version of Solidworks. He encouraged them to update their
software, which the owners agreed to do gladly. That's when
they learned about the Clean Tech Partner Program from
Autodesk. KETIV helped the company to apply for the
Autodesk software grant for emerging clean tech companies
in North America.

KETIV provided a full day of custom training in Chico and,
before the end of the day, answered all of their questions.
For example, they learned that they could repurpose some of
their standard parts made in Solidworks and use them in
Inventor’s library. In fact, Todd and his team had figured out
most of the software before the day of the class.

According to Todd, “The Clean Tech Partner Program is
great. A lot of the clean tech businesses have a very small
operating budget and wouldn’t be able to afford the software
without it. They get stuck using substandard programs or
spending a large part of their operating budget on CAD
products.”

Todd is a fan of Autodesk Inventor now after five months of
using it. We asked if he would recommend it to others. He
told us that he would, for two reasons. In addition to being
easy to learn, he explained that he would recommend
purchasing Autodesk software from KETIV because of the
commitment they’ve shown to improving the environment
through the Clean Tech Partner Program.
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